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State Representative Nicholas Duran Writes Letter
Urging Congress to Expand Medicaid 

 
Miami, FL – Representative Nicholas X. Duran (D-Miami) sent a letter
signed by the majority of the Florida House Democratic Caucus to members of
Congress today, appealing for the inclusion of Medicaid expansion in the “Build Back
Better” reconciliation bill. It was sent to the Florida Congressional Democrats,
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senator Chuck Schumer, Sen. Ron Wyden - Chair of the Senate
Finance Committee, Senator Patty Murray – Chair of the Senate Health Committee,
Congressman Richard Neal – Chair of the House Ways and Means Committee,
Congressman  Frank Pallone - Chair of the House Energy and Commerce Committee.
 
In the letter, Representative Duran says, “With over 1.5 million low-income
uninsured Floridians – the majority of whom are people of color – it is a moral
imperative that Congress approves a comprehensive and permanent fix to the
Medicaid coverage gap in the “Build Back Better” reconciliation bill. If the program
were expanded in the state of Florida, without restrictions, the Kaiser Family
Foundation (KFF) estimates that 805,000 uninsured Floridians would gain access to
health insurance. Medicaid expansion delivers affordable and equitable health care
coverage with life-saving benefits to low-income residents and communities of color
across the state of Florida. The time to act is now.”
 
Full Letter Attached.
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Florida House Democratic Caucus
September 8, 2021


Dear Senate Democratic Leadership, Senate Chairs of Finance and HELP, House Democratic Leadership, House
Chairs of Ways & Means and Energy & Commerce:


As members of the Florida House Democratic Caucus, we are writing to thank you for your leadership in
committing to fix the Medicaid “coverage gap” in the FY2022 Budget Resolution. With over 1.5 million
low-income uninsured Floridians – the majority of whom are people of color – it is a moral imperative that Congress
approves a comprehensive and permanent fix to the Medicaid coverage gap in the “Build Back Better” reconciliation
bill.


Since the 2012 Supreme Court decision NFIB v. Sebelius, which made the Affordable Care Act’s Medicaid
expansion a state option, policymakers from the state of Florida have refused to expand the program despite support
from a majority of our residents and overwhelming evidence that it leads to significant improvements in coverage,
health outcomes, and financial security. Medicaid expansion has also been a central strategy for narrowing
long-standing racial and economic disparities in coverage and access to care.


Florida remains one of the 12 states that refuses to expand the Medicaid program. If the program were expanded in
the state of Florida, without restrictions, the Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF) estimates that 805,000 uninsured
Floridians would gain access to health insurance.


Medicaid expansion, critical to accessing care, increases the probability of having a personal doctor, and decreases
the likelihood of not seeing a doctor because of cost. This strategy decreases the disparities in access to and
utilization of healthcare, quality of care and health outcomes, and medical costs by race and ethnicity as well as
income.


We, the members of the Florida House Democratic Caucus, request you to prioritize and include a comprehensive
and permanent fix to the Medicaid coverage gap in the “Build Back Better” reconciliation bill. As you begin drafting
the Build Back Better reconciliation bill, we stand behind you in ensuring the inclusion of a coverage gap policy
solution that is comprehensive and permanent. This will help deliver affordable and equitable health care coverage
with life-saving benefits to low-income residents and communities of color across the state of Florida. The time to
act is now.


Thank you for your consideration and leadership.
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